
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL EOARD 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION 

ORDER NO. 88-163 

NPDES NO. CA0028690 

WASTE DISCHARGE RmUIREMENTS FOR: 

LESLIE SALT COMPANY 1 

RECWOOD CITY FACILITY WEI' WEATHER 
SAN MATEO COUNTY 

'Ihe california Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay 
Region, hereinafter the Board, finds that: 

l. Leslie Salt company, hereinafter the discharger, by application dated 
August 10, 1987, has applied for waste discharge requirements and a 
permit to discharge waste under the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System for the Redwood City solar salt production facility. 

2. 'Ihe discharger proposes to discharge rainwater collected in the salt 
crystallizer pond into First Slough, tributaJ:y to Westpoint Slough, 
tributaJ::y to , Redwood creek, tributaJ::y to San Francisco Bay. 'Ihis 
rainwater will be discharged during the interval December through 
April, as necessary. 

3. 'Ihe discharger reports the general quality of this rainwater, 
hereinafter called Waste No. 1, proposed for discharge as follows: 

a. Bioohemical Oxygen Demand - 8 mgjl 
b. Total Dissolved Solids - 29,108 mgjl 
c. Toxicity, 96-hour bioassay in undiluted waste - 100% 

survival, species - Gasterosteus Aculeatus 

4. The Regional Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for 
the San Francisco Bay Region, {Basin Plan), on December 17, 1986, and 
the State Water Resources Control Board approved the Plan on May 21, 
1987. The provisions of this permit are consistent with the 
objectives of the Basin Plan. 

5. 'Ihe beneficial uses of San Francisco Bay in the vicinity of the 
discharge as contained in the Basin Plan are: 

a. Water contact recreation 
b. Non-contact water recreation 
c. Navigation 
d. Open commercial and sport fishing 
e. Wildlife habitat 
f. Estuarine habitat 
g. Fish spawning and :migration 
h. Industrial uses 
i. Preservation of rare and endangered species 
j • Shellfishing 
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6. The revised Water Quality control Plan for the San Francisco Bay Region 
contains a prohibition against any discharge which does not achieve a 
minllm.nu initial dilution of at least 10:1 or into any nontidal water, 
dead-end slough, silnilar confined waters, or any :immediate tributaries 
thereof. In this case an exception has been granted on the basis that 
an equivalent level of environmental protection has been achieved 
because of the relatively innocuous nature of the discharge, salinity 
being the primary constituent of concern. 

7. The revised Water Quality control Plan for the San Francisco Bay 
Region contains a requirement, beginning in July 1987, for bioassay 
testing of all discharges employing the tv10 species fathead minnow and 
three-spine stickleback. In this order the specie sil verside minnow, 
Menidia beryllina, is required for the bioassay of this saline 
discharge because it tolerates high salinity ll\Ore readily. A one 
specie bioassay is considered adequate for this discharge because it 
is a relatively uncamplex waste. 

8. The issuance of waste discharge requirements for this discharge is 
exempt from the provisions of Chapter 3 (canunencing with Section 
21110) of Division 13 of the Public Resources COde (~) pursuant to 
"Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment; 
Section 15308, Title 14, california Administrative Code". 

9. The Board has notified the discharger and interested agencies and 
persons of its intent to prescribe waste discharge requirements for 
the discharge and has provided them with an opportunity for a public 
hearing and an opportunity to submit their written views and 
recommendations. 

10. The Board, in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments 
pertaining to this discharge. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the discharger, in order to meet the provisions 
contained in Division 7 of the california Water COde and regulations 
adopted thereunder, and the provisions of the Federal water Pollution 
control Act and regulations and guidelines adopted thereunder, shall camply 
with the following: 

A. Prohibitions 

1. Discharge of '~~astes other than Waste No. 1 to waters of the 
United States, except as regulated under separate NPDES pennit, 
is prohibited. 
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B. Effluent Limitations 

l. The discharge of Waste No. 1 containing constituents in excess of 
the following limits is prohibited: 

Constituents Units Maximum 

Total Dissolved Solids m:J/1 32,000 

Biochemical oxygen Demand m:J/1 20 
Five day 

Arsenic ugjl 20 

cadmium ugjl 10 

Chromium (VI) a ugjl 11 

Copper ug/1 20 

Lead ugjl 5.6 

Mercury ugjl 1 

Nickel ugjl 7.1 

silver ugjl 2.3 

Zinc ugjl 58 

a The Discharger may meet this limit as total chromium. 

2. Waste No. 1 shall not have a pH less than 6.5 nor greater than 8.5. 

3. The survival of test fish of the specie Menidia beryllina or 
sil verside minnow in a 96 hour static bioassay of the discharge 
of Waste No. 1 shall be a median of 90 percent survival and a 90 
percentile value of not less than 70 percent survival. 

C. Receiving Water Limitations 

l. The discharge of waste shall not cause the following conditions 
to exist in waters of the United States at any place: 

a. Floating, suspended, or deposited ma=scopic particulate 
matter or foam; 

b. Bottom deposits or aquatic growths; 

c. Alteration of temperature, turbidity, or apparent color beyond 
present natural background levels; 

d. visible, floating, suspended, or deposited oil or other 
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products of petroleum origin; 

e. Toxic or other deleterious substances to be present in 
concentrations or quantities Which will cause deleterious 
effects on aquatic biota, wildlife, or waterfowl, or which 
render any of these unfit for human consumption either at 
levels created in the receiving waters or as a result of 
biological concentration. 

2. The discharge shall not cause a violation of any applicable vJater 
quality standard for receiving waters adopted by the Board or the 
state water Resources Control Board as required by the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act and regulations adopted thereunder. 
If more stringent applicable water quality standards are 
prOJm.!lgated or approved pursuant to Section 303 of the Federal 
Water Pollution control Act or amendments thereto, the Board will 
revise and modify this Order in accordance with such more 
stringent standards. 

D. Provisions 

1. The discharge of waste shall not create a nuisance as defined in 
Section 13050(m) of the california Water COde. 

2. The discharger shall comply with the attached self-monitoring 
program as ordered by the Executive Officer. 

3. This Order includes all items of the attached "Standard 
Provisions, Reporting Requirements and Definitions" dated 
December 17, 1986. 

4. This order expires November 16, 1993. The discharger must file a 
report of waste discharge in a=rdance with Title 23 1 Chapter 3, 
Subchapter 9 of the california Administrative Code not later than 
180 days in advance of such expiration date as application for 
issuance of new waste discharge requirements. 

5. This Order shall serve as a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System permit pursuant to Section 402 of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act or amendments thereto, and shall 
become effective ten (10) days after date of its adoption 
provided the Regional Administrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency, has no objection. If the Regional Administrator objects 
to its issuance, the permit shall not become effective until such 
objection is withdrawn. 

6. Order No. 82-59 is hereby rescinded. 

4 



I, Steven R. Ritchie, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is 
a full, true and correct copy of an Order adopted by the California 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, on November 
17, 1988. 

Attachments: 
standard Provisions 
Parts A & B 

<:57:;.:~~-
Executive Officer 

5 





CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL OOARD 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION 

SELF-MONI'IORING PROGRAM 
FOR 

lESLIE SALT COMPANY - RE!Xi'OOD CITY FACILITY 

NPDES NO. CA0028690 

ORDER NO. 88-163 

CONSISTS OF 

PARr A (dated December 1986) 

AND 

PARr B 
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Pl\Rl' B ---

I. DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLING STATION 

A. EFFIDENT 

Station 

Waste No. 1 

II. MISCELLANEOUS REPORrlliG 

Description 

At any point within one foot of the 
intake of the discharge pipe for Waste 
No. 1. 

A. The Discharger shall submit a sketch showing the locations of all 
points of discharge. This shall be updated by the discharger as 
changes=· 

III. SCilEJXJLE OF SAMPLING AND ANALYSIS - -
A. The schedule of sampling and analysis shall be the foll01~ing: 

All of the constituents or water quality criteria listed in 
Section B. Water Quality Specifications of Order No. 88-
shall be sampled and analyzed for during the first rainstorm of 
each month which generates enough discharge to obtain samples 
during normal working hours. 

B. Sample collection, storage, and analyses shall be performed 
a=rding to the latest 40 CFR 136 or other methods approved and 
specified by the Executive Officer. 

N. MODIFICI'ITIONS 'ro Pl\Rl' A ----
A. Exclude paragraph D.3., E.4., F.3., and F.5. 

B. written self-monitoring reports shall be filed for each month in 
which a discharge oc=s and filed no later than the fifteenth day 
of the following month. 

I, Steven R. Ritchie, Executive Officer, hereby certify that the foregoing 
Self-Monitoring Program: 

1. Has been developed in a=rdance with the procedure set forth in 
this Board's Resolution 73-16 in order to obtain data and doctll1\ent 
compliance with waste discharge requirements established in Order 
No. 88-163. 
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2. Is effective on the date shown below. 

3. May be revievled at any time subsequent to the effective date upon 
written notice from the Executive Officer or request from the 
Discharger and revisions will be ordered by the Executive Officer, 
pursuant to 40 CFR 124.4. 

Attachment: 

Table I 

~!PI(~ 
Steven R. Ritchie 
EXEaJTIVE OFFICER 

Effective Date: November 17, 1988 
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TYPE OF G 

8/Y 

8/Y 
8/Y I 

AND •• "' -
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TABLE r d) (con muc .. 
SCHEDULE FOR SALIPLIUG, LIEASUnEl.\EilTS, Af:O Atlf1LYSIS 

Samplinr: Station . 
vlaste No. 1 .. 

TYPE OF SAMPLE~ G 

Mercury ~-

(mg/1 & k11ldavl S/Y 
Nickel 
(mgll & kg/day) S/Y 

1-zmc 
S/Y (mgfl & 1c;f1!ay! 

t'hl:JIC'l.l.C.: CC:·OFOUliP.S 
(mgll & l:gtday) 
All Applicable •• 
Standard Observations ' 
Bottom Sediment Analyses 
and Observntions 
Tct"l Jdcntifiabfc Chlorinated 
Hydroca!bons (r.1g II & kg/day) 

LI!GEND FOR 'l'A:BLE ·.· 
: 

TYPES.OF SAMPLES "'.l'YPES OF STATIONS 

G • crab aample 
c-24 • composite aample - 24-hour 

I • iitake and/or water aapply stations 
A • ~reatment facility influent stations 
E • waste effluent atations e-x • composite aample- X hours 

(used when di.l:clla.l:r,e does not 
continue for 24-hour period) 

Cont • continuous aampliDg 

C • receivint water atations . 
P• treatment facilities perimeter stations 
L • ~n and/or pond levee stntions 

DI • depth-integrated sample 
BS • bottom aediment .ample 

0 • observation 

'PREQtmNCY OF SMIPLlNG 

E • each occurence 
H • once each hour 

. D • once each da, 
·11 • once each veek 

· • H • once each 111onth 
• Y • once each 7eor 

B • bottom aediuent atations 
G • groundwater stations 

2/R • tvice per hour 
2/W • 2 days per week 
5/W • S days per Vtoek 
2hl • 2 days per W>Dnth 
2/Y • once in Hllrch end 

once in SepLcmber 
Q • quilrterly, once in 

J!llrch, June, Sept. 
anll Occ:CJ~l!»r 

2ll • every 2 hours 
2D • every 2 d~ys 
2W • every 2 weeks 

• 311 • every 3 months 
Cont • continuous 

S/Y = Sample during the first storm of each year which produces enough storm runoff 
to enable sampling during normal working hours. 

S/M = Sample during the first storm of each month which produces enough storm runoff 
to enable sampling during normal working hours. 
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